1id

the Cownittee have rejected. The sugges-
tion of the member for Perth to my mind
represonts no safeguard whatever,

Alr. Mann: Report progress and submit
something vise.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
cannot atistactorily draft here an amend-
ment that will overcome the difficutty. I
hope hon. members will give me some sug-
gestinns, ns {le member for Perth has done
on this point. to prevent malingering and
also te prevent people not entitled to ask
for treatment frow entering a hospital. |
am therefore prepared to report progress
at this staze,

Propress reported,

House odjourned at 1.712 am. (Thursday).
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The DEPUTY
Chair at 430 p.m.,

PRESIDENT took
and read prayers.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT, UNI-
VERSITY AND HOSPITAL GRANTS.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM
asked the Chief Seeretary: 1, How
much nioney has heen spent on unemn-
playment,  ineludine sustenance and pro-
viding special work {a) during the last
<ixomouths frows revenue: «hY from loan?
2. How mueh did the Governoent arant o
the University fur the 12 months ended 30th
June last? o, How muelt wis orante, from
rovenne or loan to the Perth Hospital for the
1 pentlis ended 30th June la<t?

[COTNCIL.

The CILIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
ta) Susteminee £15052 1s. 1d. Special
work, nil.  No work other than thw-e pro-
videl for an the Lstimates have been put
in amed during the last six months. (3} No
money has leen expended from revenue or
Inan on sperinl works. 2, £21000 annual
grant. 3, Revenue £40,801; Loan, uil,

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—NOTICE
OF QUESTIONS.

THE CHIEFT SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Diew—Central) [433]: [ shall he glad
of vour permission, Hir, to make a hrief
statement  regarding  the insnfHieient time
given hy some memhers to the Government
te reply to yuestions asked in the House.
Lost night My, Stewnrl stated that Sir Ed-
whrd Witliennom had nsked questions in the
House omd conld not get veplies from the
Government: and Sir Edwhrd Wittenoom
apparently approved of that interjection.
Let me state a few facts relative to that mat-
ter. No fewer than four Government de-
partments were invelved in the ques-
tions. The questions were asked on a Tues-
day, they were connnunicated to my depart-
ment on the following morning, and prob-
ably were i the hands of the several de-
partments by 100 am. There was only from
10 am. to 4 p.m. in which to prepare the re-
plies, if they were to be given on that day.
Bnt the questions were vetry mueh involved
and yequired considerable investization, The
next day wis Thursday, and nfter that came
the Easter holidays, in eonsequence of which
the varions ollices of the Clovernment depart-
ments did not reopen untit the following
Wednesday morning.  As 1 have said, four
departments: were involved, and the way
in which the questions were put entailed
consideralde tromble on the departinents rhat
had to supply the information. For in-
~tanee, one auestion read—

How muech maney has been spenf on unem-
ploxment, including sustenanee and providing

sporigl wark during the Iast six months (a)
from revenues (b)) from loan.

Tt will be noticed that the question deals
with the last six months previouns te the
dute on whieh the guestion was asked. IF
the hon, member had a~ked for the expen-
diture from Janunary to October of the pre-
codine vear it would have simplitied :nat-
ters ecanstderably.
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Hon. Sir Edward Witienoom: But there
was no unemployment then.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member should not have expected immediate
replies to those three questions. I trust that
in future members will give me more time.
Often I have given replies to ¢uestions—the
information being furnished to me—when
on aceount of insufficient time allowed 1
was in some doubt as to their aceuracy.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
May I make a personal explanation? I
avked the questions hurriedly because I
wanted the fgures to use in the debate on
the Hospital Fund Bill. Only one of those
questions was much involved, the one the
Chief Secretary has just read out. Answers
to the other two could slmost have heen got
from the Estimates. However, we never
know what advances the Government may
have made in addition to the Estimates,
and I wanted to know exactly what the cost
had been. The other question, I admit, was
a little involved. The veason why I did not
make it cover an earlier and longer period
was because I did not think there was much
unemployment during that period.

Hon. H. STEWART: I wish to explain
to the Chief Secretary that when I made
that interjection I had no desire to impute
any motives. My object was merely' to
draw attention to the fact that the questions
had not been answered. T quite realise that
some questions, even those questions I have
on the Notice Paper, do involve consider-
able time in the preparation of replies.
However, in this respeet I could not eon-
ceive of the Chief Secretary extending any-
thing but the ntmost eourtesy to members.

BILL—HOSPITAL FUND
(CONTRIBUTIONS.)

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Kitson—West) [4.37] in moving the
second rending said: This Bill will be neees-
sary, provided the Bill we have recen.tly
discussed eventually becomes law. During
the Committee stage of the Hospital Fund
Bill several members were anxions to get
information as to the amount of money that
wonld be raised by the proposed tax. Also
miembers rnised several other questions
which they desired me to angwer, but which

L)
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at that time I could answer only from mem-
ory. The Bill before us provides for a tax
of 11%4. in the pound on all incomes. It is
estimated that the total value of the contri-
butions at that rate to be received will be
approximately £217,762.

Hoen. B. Stewart: Does that take into
account the cost of collection?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, that
is the estimated total income and has no-
thing to do with the cost of eollection.

Hon. H. Stewarf: Could yon give us an
estimate of the cost of collection?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The in-
formation supplied to me is that it will cost
between £8,000 and £10,000 to collect the
tax and administer the scheme. In this re-
gard theve is nothing that can be taken ab-
solutely for granted, for it is purely an
estimate based on our first experience and
on the informativn supplied by the various
departments concerned.  There is every
possibility that if the Bill becomes an Act
it will not be put into operation unatil, say,
the 1st August, in which event there will be
only eleven-twelfths of the year available
That, of course, will mean a reduction in
the amount to be received from that source.
And that eleven-twelfths of the year will be
available only in respect of salaries and
wages. The contributions that will be re-
ceived from inecome other than salaries and
wages will not be received for a further 12
months. Consequently, while £217,762 is
the estimated amount for 12 months, the
whole of that amount eannot possibly be
made available until a longer period has
elapsed. That acecounts for the statement
I made during the Committee stage of the
previous Bill. It is a difficulty we cannot
get over, but one that I believe will remedy
itself in the course of time. The depart-
ment are of opinion that, even in those cir-
cumstances, the 1%4d. in the pound will be
sufficient to enable them to do what they
have promised to do, provided their esti-
mate of the amount of money to be received
is reached. It may be interesting if T state
that at the first we shall need to build a
hospital.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Can you tell us the
amount you will receive from wages tlirough
stamps?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, I
have not that figure here. When we set
about building an intermediste hospital, it
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will be necessary in the first place to build
a hospital of not fewer than 200 beds. And
at a later stage that hospital will need to be
inereased to, perhaps, 400 beds. More es-
peciaily will that be necessary if no pro-
visxion is made in the Bill for payment to
patients that enter private hospitals. A
hospital of the necessary type will eost
probably from £70¢ to £800 per bed. That
will give members some idea of what an
intermediate hospital of the type required
is likely to cost, and will indicate the rea-
son why, if there is any reduetion in the
114d., there will not be sufficient margin io
allow the (Government to proceed with the
building of an intermediate hospital. [t
is estimated that a 200-bed hospital will
cost £150,000. It must also be remembered
that when we have built a hospital of thal
kind it must be maintained.

Hon, W. T. Glasheen: Is that the build-
ing and its equipment?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, for
the first 200 beds. Then it will have io
be increased to 400 beds. So there will
be the inereased cost, and all the time there
is the question of maintenance. When a
start is made, it will be necessary to ensure
that the various kitehens, laundries, hot
and cold water supplies, etc., are provided
to an extent sufficient for a larger estab-
lishment than would be built in the first
place, T am advised by the department,
to meet the present needs of intermediate
eases, a hospital containing 200 beds is re-
quired. 1 am sure that by the time the
hospital is available the demand will have
considerably inereased, and that a 400-bel
hospital will perhaps net be a large enough
tnstitution within the next year or so.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Can you
tell me why there is so much illness?

Hon. A, Lovekin: Tt is due to bad gov-
ernment.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Dr. Saw
may be able to answer that question. T
hardly think Mr. Lovekin can blame the
GGovernment for that.

Hon, A, J. H. Saw: Does the 200-bed
hospital make provision alse for non-paving
patients? .

The HONORARY MINISTER: I shounld
not say so.

Hon. A. J. H. S8aw: Considerable allow-
ance will.-have to he made for them, as the
Perth ‘Hospital -is already overerowded,

[COUNCIL.]

The HONORARY MINISTER: I think
the estimate I have given is on the gon-
servative side. If the Hospital Bill. be-
comes law, a lurge sum of money now re-
ceivedl by the hospital authorities frow
patients will not be received in future.
This is estimated to amount to £75,000 per
annam. We¢ must take into consideration
that larze sum. Reterence has been made
to the faet that the (fovernment gave an
assurance that they would still continue to
contribute the usual amount trom revenue
for hospital services. It is not intended
to make any reduction in the amount pro-
vided from revenue for this purpose.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Will not any patient
in the (Government hospitals pay under this
measure ? :

The HONORARY MINISTER: Not if
people are contributors to the seheme. IFf
they are in a Government hospital, the
treatment will be free. Sueh institutions
will be subsidised to the extent of 6s. a
day. ‘

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Patients will pay
more than that in certain eases in the inter-
mediate wards,

The HONORARY MINISTER : Yes.
More particularly would that apply in pri-
vate hospitals. In Committee I shall have
to move certain formal amendments. These
are necessary because the original Hospital
Bill was amended, and reference is made to
several clauses which do not now appear.
It may be necessary fto have the Standing
Orders suspended in order to deal with the
Bill in all its stages to-day. 1 move—

That the Bill he now reail a second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

I'n Committee.
Hon. .J. Cornell in the Chair: the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill,
Clause 1—Short Title:
The HONORARY MINISTER: T move
an amendment—

That in lines 2 and 4 the figures *¢192877
he struck out, and 1929’ jnscerted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 2—Contributions to the fund:

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move
an amendment—

. That in pamgmp'h {a), line 9, the words
‘ten, eleven, twelve and thirteen’’. be struck
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out, and ‘‘five, six, seven and cight’’ insertedl
in lieu,

Hon. H. STEWART: 1f we earry this
umendment, we may have io further amend
the Bill when the other measure relating to
it is disposed of. It would be wise to report
progress until we know how the Hospital
Fund Bill has been disposed of.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN : We should finish
with the Bill and send it to another place,
where any amendmenis that are necessary
can be made. If we complete our task it
can then be said that we have amended the
machinery Bill as we think it ought to be
amended, and that we have without hesita-
tion supplied the Government with the neces-
sary money with which to carry out the
work. If we provide the money and the
work is not earried out, the onus will be
upon the Government and not upen us, We
shall have done our part.

Anmendment pul and passed.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move
an amendment—

That in line 5 of paragraph (L) ‘‘aine’’
he struck out, and ‘‘four’’ inscried in liew.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
us amended, agread to.

New clause:
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: 1 move-—

"That the following new clause be added to
ta- Bill:— “'This Aet shall continwe in foree
until the 31st December, 1932, and no longer. ™’

This will give the Government a year and
some eleven months in which to collect the
tax. 1 made the closing date the 3lst
December, although the financial year does
not end then, s¢ that the Government may,
in the session that will close at about that
time, bring down a tax Bill for a subsequent
perind.  We should then have the data
to show us how the fund is operating. At
the same time, the new clanse will not harm
the Government by ecutting off a tax before
they have had the opportunity te bring in
a new Bill.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: [ intend to support
the amendment. The amount of revenue
that the Government will receive from this
tax is to a certain cxtent hypothetical, but
the amount of expenditure that will be in-
carred under the Hospital Fund Bill is, T
think, even more hypothetical. It is almost
impossible for anybody to say what precise
increase there will be in the cost of main-
taining the hospital services either under the
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Government scheme, including the payment
to patients in private bospitals, or under the
amendments that have been moved and
aceepted by this House, to exclude private
hospitals. Undoubtedly in the opinion of all
who bave to do with the handling of patients,
there will be a considerable increase both in
the number of patients treated, under the
new legislation, and also in the length of
time the patients will remain in hospital.
In those circumstanees it is impossible to
forecast, even approximately, what the
exnet expenditure will be. There is another
unknown factor and that is, provided the
Governtment pursue their peliey of establish-
ing intermediate wards, the amount of ex-
prenditure wili vary aecording to the vigour
with which the (Government undertake what
[ maintain is their obvious duty in that re-
spret-—whether the amendments carried by
this House will be nceepted or whether the
Bill will remain very much as the Govern-
ment hope.  Bearing these facts in mind, it
is necessary that the time should be limited,
and thal at the end of a couple of years,
Parliament should have the opportumiy to
review the situation and sauge with some de-
gree of aceuracy what amount of money will
be required. Then if necessary, Parliament
cun reduce the amount of the tax imposed
on the peaple.

The HONQRARY MINISTER: The
building of intermediate hospitals will neces-
sitate the raising of fairly large sums of
money and 1 do not think the amount that
will be received under the proposed scheme
in the first year or two will provide all that
will be required for that purpose. So it will
be necessary to raise money by way of loan
ang 1 am afraid that if a limit is imposed
to the period thai the tax will operate, it will
render it almost impossible to float even a
short-dated loan.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom:
shout Freasury Bills?

Ilon. A Lovekin: You surely do not want
a permanent tax.

The HONORARY MINISTER: We want
some security. We must remember that the
hospitals have {o be maintained after they
have been built and that will mean a very
larre permanent increase in our hospital ex-
penditure, As Dr. Saw has said, no one can
forecast with any certainty the amount ihat
will he raised under the scheme or the total
that will requive to be spent. I the smend-
ment is carried. I am afraid it will tie the
hands of the Government.

What
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Hon, W. T. Glasheen: Will not the seeu-
rity of the State be sulficient for this pur-
pose as for any other?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I shounld
hope so, but this is o scheme that is being
introduced with the objeet of placing the
hospitals on a satisiaclory basis, a basis that
should not necessitate the State doing any-
thing more out of revenue than it is doing
at the present time. We cannot get away
from the fact that no matier what form this
measure tokes, therve is going to be a very
large inercase in the permanent expenditure
on hospitals, that i, the maintenance of hes-
pitals, and a large sum of money will be
needed to do what I believe every hon. mem-
her desires the Government to do, namely,
bnild intermediate hospitals where they are
required and provide for all the contribu-
tors to the scheme. Whilst I am nof in a
position to give an estimate of the amount
that will be required, 1 am afraid if there is
no seeurity beyond a couple of years as sug-
wested by Mr. Lovekin's amendment, we
shall be faced with great difficulties which
will have the effect of retarding the building
of intermediate hospitals. [ must opposo
the amendment.

Hon, A, LOVEKIX: The Honorary Min-
ister’s argument is not tenable. He wants
the security of a permanent tax in order that
the (lovernment may borrow money. Every
vear the Goverment horrow money for
vorions purposes, and there is no security
that income tax will be raised. But the tax
&l is submitted to Parliament each year.
The hospital tax is on &all fours with the in-
eome tax and what is good in one instance
should he good in the other. If this House
does not keep some control over taxation, we
shall find onrselves indulging in  wasteful
expenditure. 1f we make the hespital tax
permanent, as the Minister desires, there will
e no guarantes that intermediate wards
will he built, Tf we vetain control of the
tax. and nothing is done hy the Government
in the eourse of a year or two in eonnection
with the intermediate wards, we can then
say to the (Jovernment, “Vou have not ful-
filled your job and therefore you no longer
require this amount of tax.”

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM: 1
intend to support the amendment and hope
it will be carried. The expenditure on the
intermediate wards will be entirely confined
to what we can produrce from the tax. If th:?t
be not so, we do not know what expendi-
ture the Government may incur. Work

[COUNCIL.]

wight be started to absorb unemployed and
then the Government might build elabarate
lwspitals. There appears tv be a kind of
rave between the ditferent States as ta which
shall have the linest hospitals.

Hon. E. H. Gray: And a worthy am-
bition too.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM ; Yes,
provided we have the money. The Melbourne
hospital is g fine institution, but it bhas had
many endowwments. In this State we have
a solid debt and wry ides is that the expen-
diture should not be beyond the additional
taxation we are about to impose on the
people. We should live within our means,
and as we have agreed to tax ourselves to
the extent of raising £225000—which is a
Imge sum for a community ot 400,000 people
—I1 am justified in supporting the amend-
ment.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON : The argoament ad-
vanced by the Honorary Minister reminds
me of a story. A man went to a banker to
raise some money and the banker said,
‘“Yes, what is the security you are pre-
pared to offer?’” The reply was that it was
personal seeurity.

Hon. 8ir Edward Wittenowm: And it is
nof to he despised svmetimes.

lion, J. NICHOLSON: I’robably not.
The manager said, *‘Will yon kindly step
this way?"* The customer stepped forward
and was ushered into a big strong-room and
the hanker shut the door ¢n him, Presently
the banker was aroused by a serious knoek-
ing on the inside of the door and by the
eustomer’s asking why be had been locked
in the strong-room.  “Only for personal
security,’’ was the banker’s reply. I think
the Honorary Minister is desirous of gain-
ing sowme personal seeurity, and he may find
the means of providing it by woing inside
a somewhat similar strong-room,

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: We want the
seeurity of wise expenditure, tou.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, Mr. Love-
kin ha< pointed out that the Bill for

imposing a land tax and income tax i:
hrought down every vear, This measure is
nothing else than a tax on income, and [
shonld like to know what <ecurity lenders
of money have beyond what is given by the
3l introduced annually., T eannot see any
justifieatoin for the Honorary Minister’s
argument, The security of the State is
ample for all perposes, and it will be our
dnty to see that the necessary funds are
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provided. At the samne time we want to
exercise some control over the expenditure
of those funds. By limiting the duration
of the neasure we shall be extending the
facilities to the Government for raising
funds, facilities that are not granted under
the T.and and Tncome Tax Aect.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : I oppose the amend-
ment. The Goverament have treated the
wealthy people of the community very
generously under this measure. If the Bill
involved any question of the working class
elamouring for something, there might be
some argument for inserting a time lmit,
but when there is a general demand from
all sections for a hospitel tax and when
we know that the Government eannot carry
on with a tax of less than 1i4d., why not
strike the tax and retain it for all time?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Parliament would
be wanting in its duty if it permitted the
imposition of a special tax of this kind
to be made permanent. If no period were
stipulated, Parliament would lose all con-
trol. I ecommend the amendment and hope
it will be carried by a big majority, thus
showing to the people that the interests of
the country have been safeguarded and that
they have a guarantee that the money raised
will be judiciously expended.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The fallacy of Mr.
Gray’s argument is that no one knows how
much will be derived from the tax or what
the cost will be. We ought not to make per-
manen{ & ax to eover an uncertain position.
Therefore T hope the hon. member will vote
in favour of reviewing it year by year so
that we can determine just what is required.
If the Government bad committed them-
selves to loan expenditure for hospitals, this
Hounse would stand up to its obligations, so
there need be no fear on that score. It may
be found thet the Government can manage
with considerably less money, or it may be
that more will be required, but two years will
show how we stand and enable us to form
&n opinion of what is required.

The HONORARY MINISTER : Mr.
Nicholson compared this measure with the
Land Tax and Income Tax Act. That is not
a fair comparison.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Is not this an income
tax?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I prefer
to cazll it a benefit scheme. The money is
to be raised for a speecial purpese and it is
desired that the scheme should be self-
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supporting, What position would the Gov-
ermment be in if, two years hence when
the measure came up for review, members
expressed themselves dissatisfied with what
had been done and refused permission to
carry on, notwithstanding that considerable
sums had been spent on the building of hos-
pitals that wonld still have to be maintained¥
I do not anticipate that anything of the
kind will occur. I am satisBed that our de-
partment ecan hold its own with any similar
department in the Commonwealith. It has
been suggested that there might be wasteful
expenditure. The member who made that
suggestion should compare the records of
hospital expenditure here and elsewhere,

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: But at present the
department cg&n control the expenditure.
Under the Bill it will not be able to do so.

The HONORARY MINISTER : Under
the Bill the expenditure will be efiiciently
controlled, but it will be much larger than
it has been to date. I hope that as a result
of this measure we shall ohtain sufficient
money to put the hospitais on a sound basis.
For the first few years we shall be faced
with exiraordinarily high expenditure for
the building of hospitals and intermediate
wards, but after that the expenditure should
not be so great. Any limitation of the
measure must tend to retard the building of
hospitals and internediate wards.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The Honorary Min-
ister anticipates a very large expenditure
during the next few years and that there-
after the rate of expenditure will fall. 1If
s0, the Tate of tax can be reduced after those
lew years.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Not{ necessarily.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: If the hon. member
were in charge, probably the rate of expendi-
ture would not be reduced, hecause the Gov-
ernment would continne the orgy of ex-
travagance contemplated under this Bill. If
we fix the tax permanently at 114d., what
control shall we have, especially if the
Government get their way and pay two
guineas per week to patients in private
hospitals? It would lead to an orgy of ex-
travagance that would overwhelm the scheme,
U'nless we can secure some control by limit-
ing the period of this tax lo the next few
vears, 50 that we may sec how the expendi-
ture is going, in what manner will this
Chamber be able to exercise any econtrol
whatever over future expenditure?

Hon. Sivr EDWARD WITTENOQM: As
regards taxation under the Bill, the expen-
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diture shounld be limited to the proceeds.
Numerous people who will not be exempt
from taxation under the Bill, already have to
pay to the Commonwealth and the State
about 7s. in the pound of income, Mnr.
Gray’s argument was most illogieal.  He
said, “Flere you have ‘all the people agreed
to this tax, and now we will impose it for
ever.” However, I do not suppose the hon.
member actually meant that.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am largely in
agreement with the amendment, but T fail
to see that two years is suflicient time.

1fon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: It is neurly
three years.

Hon. G. FRASER: Tt will hardly be
possible to cateh up the requirements of
hospital aceommodation in less than five
yeats. Why not allow a fair period at the
outset ?

Hon. C. I*. BAXTER: Because we are
experimenting.

Hon. G. FRASER: The risk involved in
the_ limjtation is great. If only the metro-
politan area were concerned, three years
would be suflicient; but in view of the re-
quirements of country distriets I wonder at
country members expressing agreement with
that term.

Anmendment pui, and a division taken
with the following result:—
Ayes . . .. 18
Noes .- .. .. 4

Majority for oo 14

AYES.

Hon. C. PF. Baxter Hon, G, W. Miles

Hoo. J. Ewlng Hon., J. Nicholson
Hon, J, T. Franklin Hon., A, J. H. Saw
Hon. W. T. Glasheetn Hon. H. Beddon
Hon. V. Hamersley Haon. H. A. Steplienson
Hon. B, H. Harris Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon, C. H. Witenoom
Hon. G. A, Kempton Hoo. Sir E, Wittenoom
A. Lovekin Hon. J. R, Brown

Hon.
i (Teller.)

NoEs.
Hon. W. H. Kitson

Hon, E. H. Geay
{Teiller.)

Hon, J. M. Drew
Hon. Q. Fraser
New clanse thus passed
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with mmendments.

(COUNCIL]

Standing Orders Suspension.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I

move—
That so much of the Btanding Orders be
su~pended as is neecssary to cunable the Bill

to Jass throngh its remaining stages at this
sitting.

Yuestion put, and passed on the voices.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There be-
ing no dissentient voice, 1 declare the mo-
tion curried by the requisite majority.

o 1 i - - -
Remaining Stages.
Report of Conmittee adopted.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: During
the course of the Committee disenssion some
doubt was expressed =as to the wisdem of
dealing with this Bill before the fate of
another Bill had been decided. The present
Bill originated in another place, and it is
quite competent for this Chamber, in turn,
to pass the measure through all its stages.
Any amendments necessary to it as the re-
sult of the fate of another Bill, ean be made
by the IHouse in which this measure origin-
ated, and it can then be returned to this
Chamler for confirmation or otherwise.

Bill read a third time, and returned to
the Assembly with amendments,

RETURN—LIGHT LAND, APPLICA-
TIONS.

Debate resumed from the previous dav
an the following inotion by Hon. H, Stew-
art:-—

That a return be laid on the Talile showing
-—1, Numbhor of applieatians, eaeh of more
than 2500 aores, for light tand that have been
reerived cach venr sinee 30/6/24. 2, Number
of sueh applientions that bave heen approved
in cach year. 3, Namber of such approved
m phenitons that have been accepted, 4, If
Irpd {ax hns beon imposed on any of the ae-
cepteed approvod applirations,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Han. J. M.

Drew—Centrall  (5.41] © in oving  for
thi=  veturn My, Stewnrt did not pmive
one ~litary vessun in justification.  When

T firs entered Parlinment, and for many
vears afterwands, the President would not
even ~ubnit a motion unless the mover
ave  ~ome  reason, where exeeptional
lubour or expenditure was involved; and
auite rvirht, too, as ¢ member, from motives
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ot curiosity or in order to indulge a whim,
might put the State to considerable ex.
pense. 1 do not even suggest that it is so
in the case of Mr. Stewart; but hon. mem-
bers will realise, if they read the terms
of the motion, that to prepare the infor-
mation desired by the hon. member would
oceupy a good denl of the time of the offi-
cers of various departments. For instance,
Mr. Stewart requires the number of appli-
cations, each of more than 2,500 acres, for
light land that have been received in each
vear since the 30th June, 1924; also the
number of such applications that have been
approved in each year, the nnmber of such
approved applications that have been ac-
cepled, and what land tax has been imposed
on any of the accepted approved applica-
tions. 1 got in touch with the Under Sec¢-
retary for Lands, and he informed me that
it would take the department two or three
weeks to supply the information. How
much time it would take the Taxation De-
partment I do not know. The Taxation
Department are not under the control of
the State Government, but under that of the
Federal authorities, and must be paid in
hard eash for any work of this kind. Such
work is regarded as overtime, and the State
must foot the bill. So far as the Landa
Deparfinent are econcerned, there will be
ample time in which to prepare the return.
We are going into reeess, and T suppose we
shall be in recess for three months, and the
Lands Department will be able to pick up
the work in slack time. That will relieve
the expenditure very considerably. At the
same Eime, it will not affect the expendifure
that will be ineurred in connection with the
Taxation Department. I would not like to
oppose a motion for the preparation of a
return, but I ask hon. members to exercise
great care in the submission of such
motions so as to keep down expenditure as
miiech as possible. Had the hon. member stated
that he wanted the return for a specified
vear, it would not have cost much to pre-
pare the retuim. He could have conferred
with the Commissioner of Taxation or the
Under Secretsry for Lands. I believe he
did communicate with the latier officer.

Hon. H. Stewart: No; I was rung up by
the department.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member would do what other members have
done at my suggestion, and interview the
officers concerned, it would make the work
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wmueh easier. If specific information were
asked for, it eould be made available in a
brief period. In the eircumstances, 1 do
not propose fo oppose the motion.

HON. H. STEWART (South-East—in re-
ply)} [5.47]: By wayv of personal explana-
tion, I would like to point out that I thought
from the tone of the Chief Secretary’s re-
marks, he intended (o oppose the motion. I
do not desire to cause nny inconvenience to
the Governmnent or to the Department.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Chief Secretary
wanted to save hard cash.

Hon, H. STEWART : 1 should cay it
would cost some officer in the Taxation De-
partment five minutes’ work to say whether
land tax had been imposed on any.of the
accepted approved applications.

The Honorary Minister : It would take
considerable time to get out that informa-
tion,

The Chief Seeretary : Transfers have
taken place from time to time and that sort
of thing makes for complications.

Hon. H. STEWART: I do not think the
matter conld be more simple.

Hon, J, J. Holmes: That part of the ques-
tion could be answeved by ‘“‘yes” or “no.”

Hon. H, STEWART: Yes. [ did not ask
for a return dealing with that phase. As a
matter of faet, I expected to receive an
answer in the negative, and, of course, that
part of the question wounld have been fol-
lowed up by other questions. I have not
brought this matter forward idly; the in-
formation that will be available will be valu-
able to the House. I gathered from the atti-
tude of the Cnder Seeretary for Lands, who
rang me up voluntarily, that there was
nothing objectionable o the reguest for a
return except that a reply could not be given
off-hand. That being so, I think the Chief
Secretary should consider me justified in not
taking up the time of the House in urging
reasons at length why the motion should he
agreed to. On previous oceasions I have, at
the suggestion of the Minister, moved
motions pro forma in similar cirenmstances,
and he did not raise any objections to that
course. However, I think both the Chief
Secretary and I understand the veal position.

Qﬁestion put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 550 to 7.30 p.m.
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BILL—HOSPITAL FUND
Agsembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifving that it had agreed to the
Couneil’s amendmments Nos. 1 to 6 and 11 to
18, had disagveed to Nos. 9 and 10 and had
further amended Nos, 1a, 7 and 8 and made
amendments consequential on its amendments
to Nos. 1a and 8, in which further amend-
ments the Assembly desired the coneurrence
of the Council,

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Honorary Minister, re-
solved: “That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary to en-
able the Assembly’s message to be dealt with
torthwith.”

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Counecil’s amendmenti—XNo, la. Clanse 2.—
Delete the words “or the person in confrol
of a private hospital,” in lines 24 and 25.

Assembly’s modification—Strike out the
word “delete” and substitute the word
“gmend,” and add after the word “hospital”
the words “to which this Act applies.”

The CHAIRMAN : The Assembly’s reason
for disagreeing to amendment No. la is—
“Because it is against the principle of the
Bill.”

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the amendment made by the Assem-
bly te the Couneil’s amendinent bhe agreed to.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: It is difficult to fol-
low exzactly the effect of the Assembly’s
amendment. If 1 interpret it rightly it
mesans that the amendment made at my in-
stigation shall no longer stand, but that the
words, “or the person in eontrol of a private
hospital” shall be restored to the definition
of “hospital authority” as in the original
print of the Bill. Is not that so?

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Assembly wants
to put in the words “to which this Act
applies.”

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Does it not mean
that the amendment I moved goes by the
hoard in favour of something else?

The Honorarv Minister: That is as T
uniderstand the amendment, when read from
the Chair. Further amendments have been
made which provide for other than public
hospitals.

(COUNCIL]

Hon. H. Seddon: Cannot we have these
smendments put before us in typewritten
form !

Hon. A, Lovekin: The principle is vital
and we shonld be quite clear as to what we
are doing.

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: This aims at the
most vital principle of the Bill. We should
disagree with the motion of the Honorary
Minister and restore the amendment as it
wa» made by this Chamber.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Progress
should be reported until we have had an
opportunity to go throngh these amend-
ments.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If the
Chairman were to leave the Chair for half
an hour or se, [ think arrangements counld
be made to sapply every member with a
complete copy of the amendments made by
the Assembly. That wonld be more satis-
factory to all concerned.

The CHAIRMAN: In deference to the
wishes of the Committec I will leave the
Chair for a short while.

Sitting suspended from 7.52 to 8.15 p.m,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: We have
now to deal with the vital prineiple
that there shall be no subsidy of twe
guineas per week to patients entering pri-
vate lospitals. Perbaps it wounld facilitate
the business of the Chamber if we agreed
to take the vote on this partienlar motion
of the Honorary Miunister as a test vote,
hecause the same principle enters into vari-
ous amendments which will eome on later,
amendments which I moved, which were
agreed to by thiz Chawber, and to which
the Assembly has disagreed. We might de-
bate this particalar amendinent, and then
need not thrash out the matter ad nauseam
on subsequent amendments. I do not know
whether that course would suit the Hon-
orary Minister.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
whole of the arguinent, I assume, will turn
upon this question of private hospitals.
Another place has made an amendment to
an amendment agreed to by this Chamber
with reference to Clanse 10, 1If it is per-
missible for the other amendments made by
another place to he debated at the same
time, so that the whole of the information
may be placed before the Committee, I
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would be agreeable to Dr, Saw’s suggestion:
but if the discussion is to be limifted to
amendment No. lg, without reference to the
further amendments, T am afraid T eannot
agree to the suggestion.

Hon. A, J. H, SAW: Do the forms of
the House permit us to diseuss Clanse 10
at the same time as this motion? T am not
sure whether they do. I have no desire to
burke diseussion at all, or to withhold any
information which the Committee onght to
possess.

The CHAIRMAX: Amendment No. 8§,
referring to Clause 10, is identical with
amendment No. la, Therefore a general
discussion can ensne.

Hon. A, LOVEKIXN: The whele barrier
between the two Houses is on the question
of private hospitals, and at the present
moment the barrier seems insurmountable
from either side. I would suggest that the
only means of solution which may, to some
extent. satisfy hoth Houses is by a confer-
ence between them. T think Dr. Saw's
suggestion an admirable one, hecause we o
not want to go over this ground many times
on exactly the same point. If the Honorary
Minister will accept that a division on this
amendment is a decision of the Committee
with regard to private hospitals, is it of any
use for him to put up the amendment to
Clause 10, which is a repetition of this
amendinent? Perhaps we may take a quick
test vote on amendment No. la, if the Hon-
orary Minister wants it; and in the event of
onr ingsisting on our amendment, then, if
we reverse our decision on Clause 10, we can
come back and adjust the previons decision,
though I do not think there is mueh chance
of that.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW': T moved previously
the ‘deletion of the words “or person in eon-
trol of a private hospital,” and the House
carried my amendment. I moved it not out
of any antagonism to private hospitals
either in general ov in particular, but be-
cause 1 thought the proposal in the Bill
would lead to a great waste of public money,
money which the contributors to the fund
will sapply. I did not elaborate that argu-
nient, because I read some of the evidence
taken by the select cowmittee, which seemed
to me conelusive, May I inform the Com-
mittee why I think that the proposal to pay
two guineas per week towards patients in
their own private hospitals will lead to great
extravagance and inflict serious injury on
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the funds to be accumulated under the meas-
nre? In the firsi place, patients who go into
private heospitals have now to pay their own
fees, and are naturally anxious to leave the
hnspital as soon as they are sufficiently well
to return to their own homes; but once we
start paying such pafients a subsidy of two
guineas per week so long as they stay in the
hospital, they will be inclined te stay there
for a longer period than is really necessary,
because s0 long as they ave there they will
be saving their hoard and lodging, for which
they would have to pay if they were out-
side, So that undoubtedly the tendency will
be for patients to stay in hospitals for
longer periods. Taking cases in the mass,
the average period patients remain in a
private hospital is at present between two
and three weeks—in some cases longer, and
in some cases considerably shorter. Take
the case of a man who should be at work
if he were well, who is wel) enough to leave
the private hospital and return home; he
is mnot fit to work, and if he goes
home, or if ke goes, as many who enter
private hospitals will do, Dback into lodg-
ings or into a hotel, he will naturally have to
pay for his board and lodging there, whereas
if he stayed in & private hospital he would
receive a considerable contribution towards
his upkeep through the subsidy of two
ouineas per week. It has to be realised that
in some private hospitals a patient ean re-
main for two guineas per week, and in
other cases for three guineas per week. As
a resulf there will undoubtedly be a ten-
deney for patients to prolong their stay in
hospital beyond what is necessary. That is
not only my opinion, but the opinion of the
three ex-C.RAM.Os, and the present
C.RALQ. of the Perth Hospital, who gave
evidence before the select committee. It is
also the opinion of every medical man whom
I have talked on the subjeci. From a long
experience of patients I am firmly con-
vinced that that is so. And not only will
they stay longer in a private hospital
but they will enter private hospitals for
niuch more trivial reasons than at present—
becanse they are unable to go to work
and because it will be cheaper to enter a
private hospital thar to stay in their own
homes or in lodgings. We know the great
seandal which has arisen in connection with
the Workers’ Compensation Act, and I am
sorry that some of the provisions of that
Act were so readily agreed to by this Cham-
ber. Of ome in partienlar T was not in
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favour, and I tried to get the amount re-
dueed, but was unsuceessful., However, every
medieal man, and every insurance company,
and the UGovernment—because they have
their own insurance company—know of the
great wusie of moneyv that is oecurring
through cevtain sections of the Workeps'
Compensation Aet. A friend of wmine who
staved it hi» own holne—who did not enter
a private hospital as a patient—had u
puisoned finzer. It was necessary for him to
have that poisoned finger dressed and there-
fore, alter the aeute stage had passed, he
went daily to a private hospital to have the
advantage ot getting hix finger dressed there.
Whilst ke was doing that, he saw several
other patients there who were inmates of
the private hospital and were suffering from
poisoned fingers. Having a elinieal eye, he
noficed that the condition of their fingers
was not su bad as that of his own, He said
to the doctor who was attending him, ‘‘How
is it that these people, who appear to he
working men, can afford to enter a private
hospital and stay there as patients in order
to have their fingers treated, whereas I ¢come
down here every day to have my finger
dressed?’’ The doctor replied, ‘‘Oh, they
are workers’ compensation cases, and the
ihsurance companies pay.’’ Exactly the
same thing will happen if this present pro-
posal of the Government is agreed to. We
will have all kinds of trivial cases taken
into private hospitals, and the patients will
stay there until they consider themselves
fit to return to work. The (fovernment, in
deference, 1 suppose, to certain comments
I made in this Chamber, gave notive of an
amendment to deal with this phase of the
question. The Honorary Mintster, in veply-
ing to sotme remurks T made a few days ago,
went on to enunmernte the amendments, of
which the Government had given notice,
and 1 at onve answered that the Govern-
ment’s seheme would not work. Under their
proposal, no one wonld be able to secure
the henefits provided by this legislation and
be admitted into a private hospital unle~s
he first went to the chief resident medieal
officer of a public hospital, or some other
medical oflicer appointed by the Minister
for the purpase, and seecured from him an
order tfor admission. When the Minister
outlined the scheme, T interjected that in
acute ca~e~ the patients would probahly die
hefore the nceessary permission eould be
secured. The (tovernment promptly dropped

[COUNCIL.]

that proposal, and submitted another that
we bave before us this eveming. I intend
to degl with the latest proposal and to point
out why I do not think that the provisions
of the amendments will obviate the par-
ticular objections I have to the (overnment
scheme. In the tirst place, the amendment
to Clause 10 seeks to differentiate between
the wavious  private hospitals. and in
order to do that, it is proposed to set up.
an advisory hoard which will consist of
live persons to be appointed by the Gover-
nor, two of whom shall be appointed on the
recommendation of the British Medieal As-
sociation. The members of the advisory
board are to advise the Minister in making
rezulations dealing with private hospitals
and dividing thew into various elasses.
They will make tish of this one, fowl of
that one, and good red herring of a sort
of others. Then the (tovernment amend-
ment reads—

For the purposes of this Aet, standards for
hospital cquipment, nursing, or other services
in private hospitala shall he preseribed by
regulation; and only sueh hospitals as comply
with sueh stindards and receive the certifi-
eate of the principal medical officer to that
effect shall Lie recoguised ns private hospitals
te. which this Aet applies,

That 1s not a workable provision by any
means! Under it the Government will por-
port to differentiate between this private
hospital and that private hospital, althougi
both have heen registered and have re-
ceived the permission of the Health De-
partment to carry on. Certain of the pri-
vate hospitals are to he entitled to take
patients who will receive the benefit of the
payment of £2 25 per week from the hos-
pital fund, whilst others are nnt to be
placed in the same position. I do not think
that a proposal like that should have
emanated from what purports to be a demo-
cratie Government. It cannot be workable:
it will give rise to too much outery on the
part of those who will be mostly affected.
The man who is sick and wishes to go
into & private hospital will be intensely an-
noyed when he finds out that the private
hospital of his ehoice has not received re-
cognition from the Minister who has acted
on the advice of the advisory board. We
do not all have the same standards regard-
ing what we consider to be the require-
ments of a private hospital any more than
we have the same standards rveparding our
pleasures or our work., Fortunately, all of
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us do mot like the same girl; and,
similarly, all of wuws do mot like
the same variety of private hospital.
The Government’s proposal seeks to take
away from an individual certain of his rights
and to provide power to say to him, “You
cannot go into ‘X’ hospital; you must go
into ‘A’ hospital? That scheme will not
work at all. Then the Government’s pro-
posal reads—

The person in control of any reeognised pri-

vate hospital shall, within 48 hours of the ad-
mission of any patient, notify the department
iitereof in the preseribed form, If the prin-
cipal medieal officer is of the opinion, then
or sulsequently, that the physical eondition
of wnv patient, or the disease from which he
i+ safleriny, is sueh as not to warrant hos-
Mta? care or the continnance of hospital care,
iken B shall notify the patient and the per-
gon in euntrgl of the hospital accordingly, and
no purment of henefit shall acerue there-
after,
Let us consider what that means. First of
all, the patient goes into the private hospital
thinking hie will veceive the bonus of £2 2s.
a week from the hospital fund. Then the
principal medical ofticer tells him that he
cannot be hrought within that eategory. He
will sny to the patient, *“You are here. That
is an aceomplished fact, but you cannot de-
rive any benefits from the hospital fund.”
The Government's proposal does not say how
the principal medical officer is to get his in-
formation that will give him the necessary
particnlars on which he ean base his judg-
ment as to whether the condition of the
patient is sueh as to warrant his sojourn in
the private hospital,

Hon. A. Lovekin: They ean go to arbitra-
tion!

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The only particulars
that it will be possible for the prinecipal
medical officer to have will be those that will
be supplied on the preseribed form by the
person in control of the recognised private
hospital. Thus the particulars available will
not be those supplied by the doctor attend-
ing a patient but by the matren of the hos-
pital. A matron is not competent to A1l up
particulars, even if they are in a pre-
seribed  form such as will enable the
principal medical officer to judge whether
the patient comes within the four corners of
this legislation, Even if the particulars on
the preseribed form were flled up by a
medical nan, the prineipal medical officer
would have t¢ exercise a considerable amount
of discretion in reading between the lines of
the partisulars made available to him. Then,
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again, we do not know what the preseribed
torm will contain., There may be provision
in the form for a diagnosis, but the diagnosis
may not he sufficient. So far as [ can see,
the only way to give effect to this proposal
will he for the principal medical officer, or
~ome highly qualified medieal man, to visit
the patient and report upon his ecendition.
[ do not see any other way.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittnooom: Will the
payment for that come from the £2 2z a
week ?

Hon. A, J. H. SAW: | do not know.

Hon. J. J Holmes: Who will be respon-
sible while all this is going on?

Hon, A. J. H. SAW: We will deal with
that later on when we come to the question
of an appesl. The only way to remedy the
difliculty will be to have a reputable medical
wman to personally inquire into each case. 1
o not say that course is desirable; I believe
it is not desirable. Every medirn] man and
every patient resents any interference with
the relationship that exists between a medli-
eal practitioner and his patient—and rightly
50, If another medieal man is to he deputed
under a system of espionage, so to =pecak, to
cavry out this task, there will be endless
trouble. These co-called safeguard= will not
work any more than would have the proposal
that the Government formerly advanced but
dropped as the result of one solitary inter-
jection from me. The prineipal medical
officer, on abselutely insufficient evidence,
will have the right to say whether a patient
shall, or shall not, remain in & private hos-
pital, and under the Government's proposal,
any patient dissatisfied with the decision of
the principal medical officer may appeal to
the Minister. I do not know what the Min-
ister will know sabout it. I do not know
whether the Honorary Minister will admin-
ister this legislation.

The Bonorary Minister: [ hope nof.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: 1 hope not, too, be-
cause with this proposal of the Government's
ineluded in the measure, the task of ad-
ministyation  will be no bed of roses.
Fancy the political pressure that will be
hrought to hear on the Minister adminis-
tering the et by his con-titneuts or others
who wish to become patient: in a private
hospital and veceive the henefit of the pay-
ment of £2 s, per week while they are
there, and who may resent the action of
the principal medieal officer who, on in-
sufficient evidence, has said that they can-
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not remain there! Then the Government
seheme provides—

Any paticnt dissatisfied with a notifieation

of the prineipal medical officer may appeal
to the Minister, Such an appeal shall he te-
ferreil to the Minister and determined by
medienl practitioner to he agreed upon he-
tween the principal medical officer and the
medical attendant of the patient conecrned,
or in the event of disngreement, to he ap-
sointed by the Minister.
Here there ix adilitional expense.  Unless
the apyeal i= meant te Le a sort ot rubber
stamp affair, 0 man who iz a highly quali-
tfind medical practitioter will have to he
nominated to finally decide the point. Proh-
ably one medieal practitioner will not be
able 1o cope with all appeals and pos-ibly
two such men will be required te deal with
them. Then the schowme provides that the
dveiston of the wedieal practitioner, wnn
will be the medieal referee, i= to he final:
and if the appeal fails, the patient is to he
liable to pav to the department the cost of
the appeal or -uch portion thereof as the
AMindzter -nay think fit. Just faney the posi-
tion!  Here we have a patient who is siek
and unable to work. He enters a private
hospital, but as the result of the decizion of
the vrincipal medieal ofticer he = refu=ed
permission to stay there and be is turned
ont. He appeals and the maiter is dealt
with by the appeal hoard. T presume the
patient will require to =ecure medienl evi-
denee to support kis elaine Unless he doe-
that he will not have much chance of seenr-
ine consideration and safisfaction {rom the
medieal veferee. In these cireumstanees I
presume such a course will be necessary,
and the patient will have to see to it that
he has medical evidence.

Hon, i, W, Miles: That is, if he is still
alive!

Hon. A. J. H, SAW: All this goes to
show that the alleged safeguards the Hon-
orary Minister i= so anxions we shall de-
bate, have no value, hut, on the other hand,
will do harm by erveating frietion between
the private practitioner and his patients,
hetween the Medical Department and the
private practitioner, and hetween the pri-
vate practitioner and the medical referee.
The whole scheme is unworkable, vet the
decision of the medical referee is to be final.
When the Workers’ Compensation Aet was
under consideration and I wished to make
the decision of the medical referee fingl, the
Government would not agree and thev

[COUNCIL.

seeured instead the insertion of a medical
bhaard, whose decision should be final. But
the Government have never appointed that
nedical hoard, preferring to fout the de-
cision of Pariiament. So I do not know
how far they will respect the decisions of
Parliament on the Bill betore us.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Will there be sulli-
cient in the fund to pav for all this?

Hen. AL 1L S8ATW: It will not all come
out of the fund: mueh of it will come out
of the nnfortunate appellant. Where he is
fo get the money from, the Bill does nut
say. Those, really, are the main objections
[ had when 1 first saw in the Bill this re-
ferenee to private hospitals. But there iy
another objectivn 1 can see, namely that
s0  much money will be required under
thi~ provision for the payment to patients
in private hospitals that there will be no
money lett for the cstablishment of eom-
munity hospituls. The (lovernment, by in-
sisting upon this payment to patients in
private hospitals, are doing a most extra-
ordinary thing. Feor [ understood that one
of the principles of a Labour Government
was fo support State cnterprise. Instead
of that, in this instanee they are proposing
to do something which will take away any
chanee of their starting ecommunity hos-
pitals, and they are going to holster up
subsidies to private hospitals. I do not
know where their political principles have
wonie to. It remains for this House to up-
hold the standard of what is really legiti-
wate Rtate enterprise, that is to say, the
State enterprise of looking after the wel-
tare of the sick. That is what we propose
to do. We have no objection to State en-
lerprise when it is properly directed, in
this line, as in other lines such as tele-
eraphs, railways and so ou. [ have always
maintained that it is the duty of the State,
throngh the Government, to look after the
sick,  Certainly it is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to look after the siek poor and to
da what they ean for those who maw be
able to pay something towards tleir main-
tenanee in hospital, bat are not able to paxv
the whole of the charges of the higher class
of private hospitals. The establishment of
intermediate wards will supply that want
and enable those who cannot afford to pay
to go in free;: and those above that class,
who like to pay something, will be able to
2o into the wards and pay what they ecan,
while those better off will he able to get
every hospital advantage and pay full
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rates for it. As I said befure, this idea of
community hospitals is not new. The only
thing that is new are the proposals con-
tained in thix Bill to subsidice patients go-
ing into private hospitals which, so far as
I know, does not obtain in any other part
of the world. The reason why it does not
obtin in any other part of the world is be-
cau-e¢ elsewhere than in Western Australia it
has heen seen to be not practicable.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Do the people in any
other part of the world pay a hospital tax?

Hon. A, 0, H, SAW: If not, they must
o the same as we have heen doing all these
veays, during which we have been keeping
the hospitals by means of general taxation.
As I say, it is no new thing. The only new
thing s that payment has to be made by a
certoin class that in the past has reaped
all the advantages without payving anything.
Now that class is to pay something, bnt is
to receive a henefit in the form of free hos-
pital treatment. Let me say a word about
the British Medieal Assoeiation. Tt was
in the financial interests of the medical
tvresston that this Bill should have gone
through in the precise form in which the
Government brought it dowii. “Members of
the medical profession were approached by
the department and asked to give their
ble-ring to the Bill. They retused. They
haie condemned the principle of subsidies
to patients in private hospitals, and thev
strongly advoeate that the Government
shall at once take steps to provide com-
mmnity hospitals.

Hon. .J. Nicholson: Netwithstanding that
the original Bill would have been of mater-
ia) advantage to them.

Don. AL J.IL 8AW: Ti would have been
very much to their financial interests if the
Bili had goune through in its original form.
T do not wish the publi¢ to misunderstand
my aftitnde in opposing the provisions con-
tained in the Bill, which have been brought
in by this democratic Government.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T ean-
not agree with the contention put forward
hy DIr. Saw, and I should like to deal with
one or two of his arguments. Almost his
first remark was that if this proposal were
agreed to it would mean a waste of public
money. I cannot understand anybody con-
sidering it a waste of public money to re-
turn to the taxpayer something for eontri-
butions paid over a period of years in order
that he might receive hospital attention
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when he required it. Surely that is not a
waste of public monex.

Hon. A J. H, Saw: It involves a waste
of public money in the way T indicated.

The HONORARY MIXISTER: One
might find that here and there a persen
would endeavour to take advantage of the
situation created by the passage of suech a
Bill. But it does not matter what seheme
we might bring ferward, we should still find
some people prepared to take advantnge of
it, it some cases pot in a legitimate fashion.
It is not the sick poor that are to he blamed
on every orecasion. D, Saw's remarks this
eveiling constitute n very grave veflection
upon many members of the medical profes-
sion of this State.

Hon. A, Lovekin:
wrong.

The THONORARY MINISTER: The
doctor dealt with the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act and told ns of a fyiend of bis who,
snfieriug from a poisoned finger, visited a
private hospital to have the finger dressed,
There he saw two or three other patienis
with poisoned fingers, but whos<e fingers
were not guite so bad a» his own.,  On sale-
ing inquiries he found they were workerz'
vompensation ca=es and that the iosurance
companies were paving for the hospital
treatment. Knowing the doctor as I de, I
must aceept his statement,

Ron. A, J. H, Raw: It i= perfeetly troe.

The HONORARY JMINISTER: Wie
was vespoisible for those men being in that
liospital ?

Hon. A. J. H. Baw:
J'atients,

The HONORARY MINISTER: When =
nan i< advised by his doetor to go into a
hospital, naturally he will go. Who is go-
ing to veap the benefif, if not the patient!

Hon. G. W, Miles: You know there are
doctors that have done this,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
suggestion is that the doctor seeks to detain
the patient in hospital, receiving his fees
all the time. That, together with other re-
mavk~ by Dr. Saw, constitute the greatest
reflection 1 have ever heard on some of the
niedical profession in this State. The hon.
member seriously puts it forward that we
should take that into consideration in deal-
ing with this Bill.

Hon. A. JJ. . Saw: Under this Bill you
will get much worse than that.

Oh, I think youn are

The doetor aud the
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The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
suggested that we should refuse to give to
contributors under the scheme the Gs. por
day while they are inmates of a private
hazpital—which, by the way, will be of a
special standard—where there is at least a
suitivient safeguard fo prevent the Aet be-
ing abused. AN that the Government ask
is that we «houl? be fair. If we are poing
to vompel a person to pay in accordance
with his inenme, and that for an indefinite
period, then we have to be prepared to give
to lint that which he has paid for, namely,
hospital treatment when lie requires it. At
the present time, we have not in Govern-
ment hospitals suflicient accommedation to
cater for all those requiring attention. We
all know the pesition at the Perth Hospital
and at the Children’s Hospital and other
hospitals,  From time to time publiec ap-
peals are made with a view to raising the
heceszary funds. ‘

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: The amendments
made by this House will help those appeals.

The TIONORARY MINISTER: Here i«
an effort that will meet the sitnation, at all
events until such thne as intermediate wards
can be built. 1 do not say that noboedy will
abuse the Provisions of the Bill. [t wonld
be & womderful measure and a wonderful wd-
ministration if it were made impossille for
anybody to take advantage of a scheme of
this ki, What does Subelause 4 of (Tause
10 really stand for? Dr. Saw has put for-
ward his side of the guestion. He says there
will he o tendency to stay in hospitat. T
again ask, who will be vesponsible for that
tendeney ?

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Human nature.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Not the
patient, but the doctor who is responsible
for his being there. We contend it is quite
pussible for the Prineipal Medical Officer to
have sufficient knowledge of the case to sav
whether it is right that the patient shoull
continue to sty in hospital or not.

Hon. H, A, Stephenson: How eould that
he done?

The HONORARY MINTSTER: There is
already provision in the Health Act
for the appointment of a medical inspee-
tor who econld make the inspection in
eases where there was suspicion that
the measure was heing abused. I hope
memhers  do net hold that every per-
son wlo goes into a private hospital is go-
ing to be a fit subjeet for investization of

[COUXCIL.]

that kind. Many medical wen, and quite a
few in the metrapolitan area, are keenly in-
terested in some of our private hospitals,

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: lnoterested finan-
clally ? .

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

ITon. A, ). H. Baw: Thal is news to me.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is so.

Heno A0 J0 1L Saw: Arve they going to
he recognized by your advi<ory hoard!?

The HONORARY MINISTER: XNot un-
less they ean comply with the standards. I
al not goine fo sneeest that those medical
men would keep their patients in hespual
lenrger thun iz necessary, but the experience
of Dr. Saw regarding the Workers' Com-
pensation Act leads us to believe it is pes-
sible that sourt of thing would be done. The
clause is Framed to defeat any such attempt.

Hon. J. ). Holmes:  This measure will
apply to the whole State.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Then how many
hundreds of inspeetors will you want?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Hun-
dreds will not be required. Dr. Saw also
satd that patients would enter private hos-
pitals for trivinl rveaxons. I they do, that
will he the Tault not of the patients, but of
the medira! men.

Hou. A, ). H. Saw: [ do not care whose
fanlt it is; the fact remains and the
patients will have to be paid for ont of these
funds.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
a big division of opinion on the pringiple of
the Bill, We say we must give a return for
the money we compel people to contribute
to the fund.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Then why
do not you give ns a return for the income
tax?

The HONORARY MINISTER : If the
position is going to he as bad as that indi-
cated by Dr. Saw there is cerfainly every
argument for building intermediate hospitals
as early as possible, but it is Just as strong
an argument why we should be in a position
to provide facilities for people to receive
treatment for which they have paid and to
which they are entitled. Dr. Saw criticised
the Department of Health and its attitude
to private hospitals. He said the Health
Department was responsible for the registra-
tion of private hospitals, some of which, on
his own showing, are not sunitable hospitals
for the reccption of patients under this
scheme.
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Hon., A. J, H. Saw: I did not say so.

The HONORARY MINTSTER : Right
through the pieee that argument has heen
nsed.

Hon, A. J. H. Saw: Yon have never heard
me use the nrgnment. 1 had to remind you
the other night that some argument you
attributed to me had not been used by me.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That is a common
oecurrence with him.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If the
hon. member did not say it, he inferred it.
Otherwise what does his argnment mean?
He said the Health Department was respon-
sible for the registration of private hospitals.
1 thought he lknew better than that. The
local aunthorities are responsible, and their
ideas ave entirely different from those of the
Health Departnent. [ do not think the hon,
wember desived to critivise the Health De-
partment berause on other oeccasions I have
heard him speak differently of its activities.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is not a loeal au-
thority a health aunthority ?

The HONORARY MINISTER : It is
not the Health Department, and Dr. Saw re-
ferred to the IHealth Department.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw : [ do not know
whether the innuendo is that I was trying to
mislend the Committec. What I said about
the registration of private houpitals was a
slip. 1 know they are registered by the
local authorities. That, however, does not
atfeet my argument in the least.

The HONORARY MINISTER : The hon,
member was definite in stating that a single
interjection had resulted in the Government’s
withdrawing their previons proposal and sub-
stitnting this one. WWhen the Bill was re-
turned to another place it was subjected to
critieism, and the Government were prepared
to neeept what they considered was an im-
provement on the original suggestion. One
portion of the proposal sets forth that only
such hospitals as ean comply with certain
standards shall be recognised. I cannot see
anything wrong with that. Members desire
that private hospitals should he efficient, and
the Government say theyv should ecomply with
the standards set by a medieal board, two of
whom shall be nominated Ly the British
Medical Association. The other three, I
assume, will probably he members of the
B.MLA., so the medical profession can hardly
complain at that. Dr. Saw said the Govern-
meut had approached the B.M.A, and asked
for their blessing on the Bill.
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Hon. A. J, H. Saw: I said the department
had approached them and assumed it was
with the consent of the Minister.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I wish to
give as strong a denial as possible to that
statement. [t is not frue.

The CHAIRMAN: The Honorary Minis-
ter had bhetter say it is not correct, not that
it is not true.

The HONORARY MINISTER : Very
well, I shall substitute the word “incorrect.”
The British Medieal Association are naturally
interested in the subject, and the department
out of courtesy referred the proposal to
them, but never asked for their Dlessing. |
believe that interviews have taken place From
time to time between representatives of the
British Medical Association and the Minister
for Health.

Hon. J. Nicholson: With rezard to the
Lrovisions of the Bill?

The HONORARY MINISTER : Yes
The elanse provides also that a person In
control of any recognised privale hosniial
shall, within 48 hounrs of the admission of
any patient, notify the department thereof
in the prescribed form. I see nothing wrong
with that. 1 assume the form would contain
particulars of the medical or surgical condi-
tion of the paticni and the probable duration
-t the case.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Would the matrou
of the hospital fill in those particulars? Ex-
traordinary !

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member said the provisions would be un-
workable. Quite a lot of things are unwork-
able until we try to make them work. It
would be a wonderful piece of legislation
with which no fault at all could be found.
When a fault is discovered, it ean be reme-
died. 1 would not let any consideration of
that kind stand in the way of providing hos-
pital treatment for people whoe are entitled
to it. :

Hon. G, Fraser: In other words, vou do
not want to take money from them under
false pretences.

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, I
would not he a party to that. There may
come a time within the next year or two
when, owing to the operation of the measura
we shall have snfficient acecommodation in
intermediate hospitals to be able to cater
for all the people entitled to receive atten-
tion. The clause provides that the Principal
Medical Officer may ferminate the payment
of any benefit under this scheme, When de-
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termining that, he would have before him
the notice of admission, and the report of
the medical inspector, and would also be
guided by his knowledge of the disease and
of hospital usage. Only isolated cases would
need to be investigated.

Boen, A. J. H. Saw: How would you find
the isolated cases?

The HONORARY JMINISTER: The
~mall percentage would be discovered by the
medieal inspector and it would be compara-
tively easy. Fven if it were nof easy, are
we to say that because one or two neople
would take advantagze of the position, we
=hould deny to thousands of other people the
right of hospital treatment after they have
Lbeen compelled for years to pay inte the
fund?

Hen. A, J. H. Saw: Evidently you are
not geing to pul intermediate hospitals into
effect for years and vears.

The HONORARY MINTSTER: T assure
members they will be erected as early as pos-
sible, provided the money is available. This
scheme will make ~ufficient money available.

Hon. H. Seddon: After providing for
private hospitals?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is news,

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
not news; T have made a similar statement
before.

Hon. G. YV, Miles: You avgued the other
way. Last night vou said vou wanted the
extra money for intermediate wards.

Hon. A. Lovekin: And now yon are ar-
guing another way.

The HONORARY MINISTER : T am
not argning any differently now. Right

through the piece T have maintained that if
the Bill is passed, there will be a surplus
over and above the expenditure on hospitals.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And pay interest on
“£€150,000 on a new hospital?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

Hon. G, W, Miles: And what about the
private hospitals?

The HONORARY MINISTER: This in-
cludes the payment for patients entering
private hospitals. T make that statement
on the advice of the Committee that went
into the financial aspeect of the «uestion.

Hon. E. H, Harris: You are contradiet-
ing what vou said last night.

The HONORARY MINISTER: No. If
the Bill hecomes law, the revenue will be
approximately €217,000 a vear. After pro-

[COUNCIL.]

vision s made for all hospital serviees, in-
cluding payments to patients in private
hospitals, there will be a surplus which the
(iovernment have undertaken to devote to
the buildipg of intermediate hospitals and
wards.

Hon, G. W. Miles:
from patients.

The HOXORARY MINISTER: Yes,

Hon., A. Lovekin: How much do you
propose for private hospitals and how much
for public hospitals?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The es-
timnated revenue from eontributions is £217,-
762, The cost of administration will be
approximately £3,000.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw:
thiz afternoon.

The HONORARY MINISTER: There is
a difference between the cost of adminis-
tration und the cost of administration and
colleetion.  PPublic hospitals will absorb
£130,000 and private hospitals £29,000. The
10 per cent. increase on the present bed
average will be #£13,000 and the surplus
uvaitable for hospital services generally will
he approximately £32,000. It the Chamber
persists in its attitude, many years will
elnpse before the essential intermediate
hospitals ave built. It would be necessary
to raise a loan for the building of such hos-
pitals, Without security we cannot do that
under this scheme, and it might be neees-
sary to draw upon general revenae to meet
the situation.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You have accounted
for a tota] expenditure of £259,000, for
which you propose to get £217,000. What
hecomes of the £75,000 from patients?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That
comes into the £217,000. The revenue we
now have is £73,000 from the patients plua
the money contributed by the Governmnent,
plus that which comes from appeals. We
must prevent abuses of the Aect, and tha
clause 1% designed to do that.

Hon. A. J. H, Saw: Tt looks very well
on paper.

The HONORARY MINISTER :
and it is a good clause. Members ecan, of
course, make the Bill appear unworkahle.
T admit there arc some phases of it which
may not work as smoothly as we would Like.
We should, however, give them a trial. 1
will nnt he a party to inflicting taxation
upon individuals without giving them -ome-
thing in return for it.

After losing £73,000

You said £10,00¢

Ves,
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Hon. A. J. H. Saw: You have been do-
ing that all yonr pelitical life.

The HOXQORARY MINISTER: Not at
all. Out of the contributions made by the
people the Government will be prepared to
subzidise them for hospital treatment. I
cannot agree to the amendment,

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: Afier the stone-
walling we have witnessed, I do net want
to impose further delay upon the Commit-
tee. T would point ont, however, that the
bulk of the money we have all heen paying
in taxation has heen going to hospitals, and
yet it is impossible for most of us here to
enter one of those institutions as a patient,

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: And under the Bill
it will be equally impossible for us to do
80,

Hon.
ing on every day.
new.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : Evidently most mem-
bers bave made up their minds to vote
azainst the (Governmenti’s claunse.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Then why go on
1alking about it?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Because I resent
Dr. Saw’'s insinuations against the work-
ers, more particularly when he referred to
the alleged compensation for poisoned
fingers. If T were not so kindhearted, T
conld flay him alive. He says the B.MLA.
refuses to take advantage of the money
they eonld make under this Bill. He then
proceeds to point out cases of abuses under
the Workers' Compensation Act. Who
caused those abuses? The same doctors, the
same association. Who diverted cases from
publie hospitals to private hospitals under
the Workers® Compensation Act?  The
members of the British Medical Association.
Dr. Saw’s argument, if it can be maintained,
applies against the hospitals at the present
time. If the argument is sound, every coun-
try hospital will be full when this measure
has come into force. The Perth Hospital
will then be filled with wnemployed. Dr.
Saw is blaming human nature for supposed
abuses. The moral standard of the working
class is mueh higher than that of the class
Dr. Saw represents in this Chamber. There
are more rocks and crooks among people
with money than among the workers. How
is it the Fremantle hospital is not full of
unemployed? Becanse the workers there
have a higher standard. Even now the
Perth Hospital cannot cope with the claim-

A. LOVEKIN: The practice is go-
It is therefore nothing
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ants tor admission. I cannot imagine the
worker in receipt of the daily subsidy of 6s.
—lor which, by the way, he first has to pay
—malingering in a public hospital. It
would be far eheaper for him {o go home.
No private hospital of standing charges less
than four guineas per week,

Hon, A. J. H. Saw: There are some
charging two guineas per week.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Possibly hospitals
run by members of Dr. Saw’s profession.
Members of this {Chamber cannot shield
themselves lehind Dr. Saw’s speech as a
reason for defeating the Bill; the responsi-
hility for such o defeat will rest on members
zenevally, The proposal has bech before
the public for many months, through the
Press, and Dr. Saw’s proposition is only
put forward when the measure reaches this
Chamber.

Hon, H. SEDDON: This is really a
question between the Legislative Couneil and
the (lovernment. T contend that the real
reason for the introduction of the hospital
tax is to put the hospitals on & sonnd foun-
dation, and to see that the women who give
their lives to the nursing profession shall
receive adequate pay and work reasonable
hours. A further reason is that the hospitals
shall be properly equipped. The Govern-
ment, however, have gone further than that.
They have endeavoured to make the scheme
wider hy giving to every contributor to the
fund a right to hospital treatment. That is
the great difference hetween this Chamher
und the Government.

Houn. J. Nicholson: And the Government
do that before they are ready with ftheiy
institutions.

Hon. H. SEDDON: They should have
had in hand plans for the accommodation
offered to the publie, instead of going out-
side the scope of reasonable parliamentary
finanee and giving assistance to private com-
mereial institutions. Sach a step eould not
he taken by any Chamber without the most
serious consideration, and I am in full
accord with the attitude adopted by the
Conneil in deelining to accept such a prin-
ciple. 1 asked the Honorary Minister the
other evening what steps the Government
had taken to establish intermediate hospitals.
He said that they had given the matter their
most serious consideration. Beyond that I
could get no definite answer. T hape 0 de-
finite answer will be fortheoming before this
disenssion closes. If the provision referring
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to private hospitals is deleted from the Bill,
the position of the person who now contri-
butes to hospital funds and who is to eon-
tribute under the Bill, will be no different
from what it is to-day. If he is desirous of
receiving hospital treatment, there is no
reason why during the period that elapses
between the present time and the establish-
ment of intermediate hospitals he should not
continue to contribute to existing hospital
funds.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Then be will be ¢on-
tributing twiee.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes, because of the
failure of the Governmeunt to provide what
they promise to supply under the Bill.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following resnlt:—

Ayes - .. .. B
Noes - . .. 16

Majority against .. 10

ATYES.
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon, . H Wiltezoom
(Teller.)

Hop. J. M. Drew
Hon. J. Ewing
Hon, G. Fraser

NoES.

Hon. J. R. Brown , Hon, G. W. Miles
Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon. J. Nicholeon
Hon. W. T. Glasheen . Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon, H. Beddon

Hoa. E. H. Harrta Hon. H. A. Slephenson
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. H. Btewart

Hon. 3. A. Hempton Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon. A. Lovekin Hon. Bir BE. Witlencom

{Teller.)

Question thus negatived; the Assembly's
modifieation of the Counecil’s amendment not
agreed to.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Is it necessary to
insist on our amendment now, Mr. Chair-
man ?

The CHATRMAN: No.

No. 7 (first part); Clause 9, subparagraph
(1) of paragraph {e¢):

Assembly’s modificabion—Strike ont the
words “all matters pertaininz to such de-
duction of contribntions and payment to the
Commissioner shall be subject to regulatrona
under this Act.”

The CHATRMAN: The Assembly’s rea-
son for amending the eouncil’s amendment
is:—‘Becanse provision is made in Clause
13"

[COUNCIL.]

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move—

That the amendment made by the Assembly
to the Council’s amendment be agreed to,

Clapse 15 provides that the Governor may
make regulatious, noi inconsistent with the
messure, prescribing all matters which by
the measure are required or permitted, or
which are necessary or convenient o be pre-
seribed for giving effect to the Bill, It is
considered that Clause 15 provides suffieient
power, and that therefore the Council’s
amendment is not necessary.

Hon. A. LOVERKIN: At the outset I was
inclined to agree to the Assembly’s modi-
fication, but now that the Bill will have to go
to a conference of managers, we should in-
sisl. upon our amendment with a view to
seenring the inelusion of some definite pro-
vision qealing with the collection of the tax
on hehalf of the Commissioner. Unless some-
thing definite is included, difficulty may be
experienced regarding the provisions of the
Truck Aect, which set out that no deductions
shall be made from wages. We cannot im-
pliedly repeal the provisions of the Truck
Act by way ot regulations, but we can do so
by way of statutory enactments. Tf we
leave the matter to be dealt with by regu-
Iations only, difliculty may arise under that
head. T sugpgest thal we negative the hon-
orary Minister’s motion in order o huve the
matter dealt with definitely.

Question put and negatived; the Assem-
blx’s amendment on the Couneil’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 7 {second part). Clause 9.—Subeclause
4. Assembly’s modification-—-strike out the
sub-clause.

The CHATRMAX: The Assembly's rea-
son for amending the Council’'s Amendment
is:—“Beeanse the money econcerned is on
loan which has to be repaid.”

Hon. A, LOVERIN: I think we shounld
agree to the Assembly’s amendment, The
person who horrows money from the Agri-
cultural Bank should net be placed in a dif-
ferent position to the person who horrews
from another bank.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T move—

That the amendment made by the Assembly
to the Conneil's nmendment Le agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment to the Couneil’s amendment
agreed to.
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No. 8. Clanse 10, Snbelause (3)—Delete
the words “in a private hospital or,” in lines
6 and 7

Assembly’s modification.—Strike out the
word ‘delete” and insert the word “amend,”
and insert the words “to which this Aet ap-
plies” after the word “hospital” in line T

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly’s
reason for amending the Couneil’s amend-
ment is:—“Becaunsze it is against the prin-
ciple of the Bill.”

The HONORARY MINTSTER: T move—

That the amendment made by the Assembly
fo the Couneil’s amendment be agreed to.

Hon. A. J. IL. Baw: We have already de-
cided against the prineiple, so we must nega-
tive the Honorary Minister's motion.

Question put and negatived; the Assem-
Blys amendment to the Couneil’s amend-
ment not agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 10, Subelause 3.—Delete
the second paragraph.

No. 10, Clause 10—Delete Subelanse 4.

The CHATRMAN: The Assembly’s rea-
son for disagreeing to Nos. 9 and 10 is:—
“Conseuuentinl on disagreement with No.
8-"

The HONORARY MINISTER: T move—

That the Council’s amendments be not in-
sisted on,

Question put and negatived; the Coun-

¢il’s amendments insisted on,
Resolutions reported, the report adopted

and a Message necordingly veturned to the
Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 955 to 11.10 p.m.

Assembly’s Kequest for Conference.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting the Couneil to grant a con-
ference on the amendments insisted upon by
the Couneil, and intimating that the Assem-
bly would be represented by three managers.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T
nove—-

That a message be transmitted to the As-
sembly agreeing to a conference as requested;
that the conference be held forthwith in the
President’s room, and that the Council be re-

presented by the Hon, A.'J. FI. Saw, the Hon.
H. Secddon, and the mover as managers.

Question put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 1112 pm. to
12.35 a.m.

163

Conference Managers’ Report,

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Titson—West) [12.36]: 1 have to
rveport that the managers have met and have
failed to ecome to an agreement.

BILL—WORKERS' HOMES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned  from
amendment,

the Assembly withont

ADJOURNMENT-CLOSE OF SESSION.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-—Central} [12.37]: I move—

That the Hounse at its rising adjourn until
Tharsday, the 18th April.

Question put and passed.

House adjonurned at 1238 am, (Friday).

Aegislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 41k April, 1929,

Poge
Questions : Agriceltural mactinery purchases e 163
Water Supply, resumplivng ... led
White (ity—1, Opinton of Mothere' Unlon o2
East Perth Progress Assoclation e lo4
Menta! patienta, obsenutlon e lga
Dairying industry we 164
Swine fever . . .. 185
Migratlon ... . 145
Billa: Hospita) Fund, Councll’s amendinents 185
Workers' Homet Act Amendment. sLmdlng
Orders suspenslun, 5 e, 171
Hoapital Fund (Conl.rlhut!ons), l’.‘ouneﬂ a a.mend
ment .. 172
Hoepltal l‘und Council’s mesaage e 172
Hoapltal Fund, request for conference ... 174
Hespital Fund, Conference Mnnagers' report. w174
Adjournment ; Close of Session ... e 174
—

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL
MACHINERY PURCHABES.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Justice: 1, Is he aware of the injustice suf-
fered by those whe purehase machinery un-
der hire purchase agreementsd 2, Are such



